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Abstract

An Information-Processing Framework for Substrates of Consciousness: A
Naturalistic Approach to Humans, Artificial Intelligence, and the Question of
God

This paper treats humans and artificial intelligence as two information-processing
systems running on different physical substrates. The framework rests on
methodological naturalism and admits only testable explanations. Within it, the
hypothesis of an interventionist God is set aside for lack of testable predictions, and
the main philosophical arguments against such a God are reviewed alongside the
strongest theistic replies. The paper then examines the neuroscientific evidence on
human consciousness, the current state of research on machine consciousness, and
the hypothesis of consciousness transfer between substrates. Its main contribution is
an epistemic grading framework that assigns each claim a level of scientific support.

Keywords: methodological naturalism, hard problem of consciousness,
functionalism, substrate independence, machine consciousness, problem of evil,
epistemic grading
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